




• Charity Lodge # 53, 1819-1844 

• Founded in Sunbury, Ohio 

• Moved to Zoar (Galena) in 1826 

• Height of Anti-MasoŶry after the ͞MorgaŶ Affair͟ 
(1826) 

• Moved to Westerville in 1842 

• Bros. George Copland, Peter Westervelt, Abner Park 

& C.P. Hempstead were members 





͞The Lodge rooŵ ǁas loĐated oŶ 
the second floor of the building 

on the northwest corner of State 

and Main Streets.  The hall was 

rented from Mr. Watters for three 

dollars per ŵoŶth͟ 



• Dispensation to work granted by the Grand 

Lodge of Ohio on February 15, 1862 (Anno 

Lucis 5862) 

• Lodge Charter was granted October 31, 1862 

• Blendon Lodge was the 339th Lodge under the 

Grand Lodge of Ohio, and one of 22 lodges 

chartered in Ohio during the Civil War years. 

 



͞The first eǀideŶĐe of a Ciǀil War soldier petitioŶiŶg 
Blendon Lodge was August 18, 1862.  He was Levi 
Smith who was raised without any necessary delays 
ďeĐause he had ͚orders to ŵarĐh.͛   He ǁas raised a 
Master Mason September 1, 1862.  The Grand 
Lodge of Ohio took exception to the haste of 
electing, passing and raising Levi Smith.  The Lodge 
proŵised Ŷeǀer to do it agaiŶ.  ͚IŶ MasoŶry there 
are Ŷo eŵergeŶĐies͛ ǁas the positioŶ of the GraŶd 
Lodge.͟  



July 1, 1863 

͞There ǁas Ŷo ŵeetiŶg iŶ 
consequence of the Call of the 
Militia by the Governor, against 
the MorgaŶ Raid.͟  
 

August 4, 1864 

C.W. Smith, Sr. Warden (and 
founding member), was buried.  
He was a casualty of war. 
 

January 7, 1867 

First visitation by a Grand Master, 
MWGM Bro Thomas Sparrow.  
The lodge was followed by a 
͞ďouŶtiful supper proǀided for all 
persoŶs at the Lodge rooŵ.͟  
 

 



 

1867 

Now having 40 members, the Lodge approved moving to the 2nd floor 
of the PE Guitner building at the southwest corner of State St. and 
College Ave.   

 

1874 

The Lodge built a 3rd story to the (Bro.) G.W. Robinson building on the 
southeast corner of State St. and College Ave., which became 
BleŶdoŶ’s ͞perŵaŶeŶt͟ hoŵe. 
 

1894 

͞BleŶdoŶ Lodge raised 44 Master MasoŶs. . . ďriŶgiŶg the Lodge’s 
membership to 101, the highest in its 32-year history. 



 

 





May 1901 

͞A telephoŶe ǁas iŶstalled iŶ BleŶdoŶ 
Lodge. . . Twelve years later, July 1913, 

the telephone was ordered removed 

because of the lack of service it 

proǀided.͟  
 

Summer 1901 

.͞ . . The ǁell ďeloǀed PresideŶt of the 
United States William McKinley lost his 

life at the hand of an assassin. . . Blendon 

Lodge adopted a resolution relative to 

this Masonic Brother and distinguished 

servant of Ohio and our Nation. . . The 

Lodge attended a Memorial Service held 

iŶ the Chapel of OtterďeiŶ College.͟  
 

 



 

1905 

After a modest drop in membership, Blendon Lodge 

increased to 133 members.  This growth continued for 24 

years, rising to 361 members in 1928. 

 

1907 

Horeb Chapter No. 3, Order of the Easter Star Mizpah 

Chapter No. 38, and Zabud Council No. 99 take up 

residence at the Lodge hall. 

 





• Master of Blendon 

Lodge 1930 

• Chair of Building 

Committee 1926-1932 

• Raised at Blendon 

Lodge in 1915 

• Member of Temple 

Board until 1971 



• In September 1927 a campaign for funds was 

conducted, raising more than $79,000 in cash 

& pledges. 

• On November 27, the Trustees reported the 

purchase of the Temple site at 130 South 

State Street for $12,500. 

• In November 1929, 31 brothers signed as 

guarantors for a $50,000 note. 

 



͞The proĐessioŶ ǁas headed ďy the ĐoŵďiŶed ďaŶds of Mt. VerŶoŶ 
Commandary No. 1 and Columbus Commandary No. 69.  Next in 

procession were 135 Knights Templar of the two Commandaries.  About 

250 Masons followed in the parade which moved through the streets of 

Westerville to the new Temple site.  There the casket was deposited 

containing records, papers, and other interesting objects.  The 

cornerstone was laid in conformity with the rules of the Grand Lodge of 

Ohio.͟  
 



 









• By spring 1949, the Temple mortgage was down 
to a balance of $17,689 

• From 1950-1956 payments were accelerated by 
special contributions 

• On April 2, 1956, the Brethren celebrated The 
Burning of the Mortgage, the honor of which was 
given to W.B. Martin who had championed the 
cause for many years. 

• As some brothers had actually mortgaged their 
homes to help finance the Temple building, it was 
a very welcome occasion! 











• Raised a 

Master Mason 

at Blendon 

Lodge in 1947 

• Served two years as Grand 

Chaplain of Ohio Masons 

(1971-72, 1973-74) 

• Member of Horeb 

Chapter, Zabud Council, 

Valley of Columbus AASR, 

Columbus Commandary No. 

69, Aladdin Shrine, Ohio 

Lodge of Research No. 10 

• Member of 

Blendon Lodge,  

Horeb Chapter,  

and Zabud Council. 

• Raised a Master Mason in 

Equality Lodge No. 44, 

Martinsburg, W. Va. 

• Affiliated with Blendon Lodge  

in 1946 

 

 









• Building additions on the 

north side of the temple 

• The addition of an elevator 

• MeŶ’s aŶd ǁoŵeŶ’s 
restrooms on all three floors 

of the building 

• The projected cost was 

$500,000 















 



• 2015 Fred Stratmann 

• 2014 Robert W. Taylor 

• 2013 John W. Snyder, IV 

• 2012 Stephen T. Noel 

• 2011 Mark J. Posey 

• 2010 Bruce E. Davis 

• 2009 Stephen T. Noel 

• 2008 John C. Robinson, III 

• 2007 Michael McCaskey 

• 2005 Robert W. Taylor 

• 2004 Donald W. Voelkle 

• 2003 William R. Schaeffer 

• 2002 Steven D. Hite 

• 2001 Max Bauman 

• 2000 Robert W Druggan 

• 1999 Charles W. Eichensehr 

• 1998 William L. Johnston, III 

• 1997 William L. Johnston, III 

• 1996 James R. Burgoon 

• 1995 Norma L. Funk 

• 1994 Alvin H. Funk 

• 1991 Raymond P. Drexel 

• 1989 Donald E. Lund 

• 1988 James M. Thompson 

• 1986 Stanley H. Murphy 

• 1985 Robert D. Simms 

• 1984 James R. Burgoon 

• 1983 David M. Stufflebeam 

• 1981 John D. Kiner 

• 1976 Fred A. Wilson 

• 1972 James R. Burgoon 

• 1967 Ronald L. Johnson 

• 1966 Alan E. Norris 

• 1965 Ronald L. Johnson 

• 1962 William E. Cole 

• 1952 Robert W. Elliott 
 



, 1984, 1996 

James M. Thompson  

1988 

Donald E. Lund  

1989 














